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His Eminence Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil and the other dignitaries proceed to the Ashram
Church for the solemn Mass of the Inauguration of the Chavara Jayanthi Year:
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Digritiries on the stage for the insuguration of the Javanthi Year, They include Bishop Pastor
MNeelmkavil of Sagar, Keraly Minister Sri. K. M. Mani, Arehbishop Joseph Powathil of
Chinganacherry, Candingl Virkey Vithayathil, Bishop Petar Thuruthikonam of Vijayapuram,
Fr. Antony Kariyil, CMI Prior Gieneral, Sr. Edward, CMC Superior General, Fr.Thomas

Mampia, Provincial, Teivandram, and Set Thomas Chaghikadan, M1A
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“._ | BLESSED CHAVARA: HERALD OF P
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Fr. Mathew Kaniamparampil
Managing Editor

Almost 200 years ago there appeared in the horizon of the
Indian Church a star luminous and extra ordinary. Centuries
cannot leave into oblivion thoughts of such rare pearls that
appeared on this earth and left this earthly sojourn after
illuminating an entire era and area. Such a bright star of India
was Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara of joyful memories.

Wil i unique symbol of integration in his own personal life, bringing together
his intellectual, physical and spiritual powers into a unified goal. By the
Wer ol his Yoga Shakti, he also visualised and heralded the integral development
the people of his times, by bringing together all their dormant capabilities.
¢ Church in India rejoices today as the Bi-centenary year of his birth has been
imehed on 3rd January 2004, by His Eminence Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil,
g with 10 Bishops, 150 Priests, 800 Sisters and about 10,000 devotees at
Ahnanam, near Kottayam, where his mortal remains are enshrined.

ivara: A great Religious Leader

The 100 odd Religious Congregations of India must be grateful to this great

ninary of religious life in the Indian Church. In 1831, when there existed no
Hun religious congregation in this land, Blessed Chavara along with two other
\Wesan priests, Fr. Thomas Palackal and Fr. Thomas Porukara, founded the
Weexisting first Religious Congregation of India. That is the CMI Congregation.
I866, by the cooperative effort of B. Chavara and Fr. Leopold Beccaro, an
Hian Carmelite Missionary priest, the now-existing first religious society for
ien in the Syro-Malabar Church was founded. That is the CMC congregation.
tny it has a membership of more than 6000 Sisters. These two religious
ngregations later in the 20th century inspired the emergence of so many
Iglous congregations for men and women in the Indian Church.

Blessed Chavara was luminant and unique not only in the religious field. His
niributions in the ecclesial and socio-cultural levels remain ever remarkable.
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A man of ecclesial vision and was filled with the love of the Church

The Syro-Malabar Church is indebted to Bl. Chavara because it was he W
protected it at a crucial and decisive movement of its in the turbulent history
this 19 century-old Church in India. He saved it from a terrific schismatic
called the Roccosian schism. He was also the Vicar General of this Chu

that time.

It was also BI. Chavara and his confreres who imparted greater vitality to’
Church by introducing several innovations into its rank and file. Being motivz
by a deep-rooted love for the Church, he received inspiration and adopted sev
devotional practices from the global Church. Some of them are introdug
retreat preaching for the laity in all parishes, the Way of the Cross, the Rosé
codification of the canonical prayers of Priests, and a systematic Semini
formation for the future Priests. He believed that if only efficient and holy Prié
are trained, the faith of our people and their sacramental life could be sustain
Bl. Chavara and his companions were entrusted with this great task by the
Church authorities. The Seminary established at Mannanam in 1831 remait
there till 1894, and saw to the training of not only the CMIs but also of
diocesan seminarians for more than half a century. There was a time when
seminarians lived there at a time.

He introduced the Eucharistic devotion, especially through the 40
adoration. The present elderly generation of the Kerala church still cheris
the sweet memories of this devotional practice which imparted the faithful g
spiritual experience. People used to flock the various Ashram Churches w
this devotion was practsed. Similarly, the Way of the Cross introduced by |
became very popular. It’s solemn recitation, especially on the Fridays of
Lent, ascending hilly and hard terrains, imitating the last journey of Jesu
Calvary, elevated the minds of our faithful to greater heights of life-touchi
and life-transforming experiences. '

Blessed Chavara loved the Church and the Church also loved him.
earnestly desired that the Church should not merely remain as a preservative |
static container of the faith brought to India by St. Thomas the Apostle of Je
He visualized that this Church must become active in faith expressions, vib
in spirituality; and dynamic in witnessing to and propagating the same to 0
people.
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Twmpion of social reformation

Ilessed Chavara is a luminary not only in the spiritual and ecclesial levels.
¢ was also one of the topmost social reformers India has even seen. Imaginé
10 socio-cultural situation of Kerala just two centuries ago. It was a place with
ractically no literacy and systematic educational systems. There existed radical
watelsm triggering inhuman discriminations. He visualized a society when all
aple can live in the joy of the children of God, enjoying equality, freedom and
fonperity.

The basic vision of Bl. Chavara for brightening up the society started with
W0 ldea of imparting literacy to our people. He firmly believed that a society
uild make progress only through knowledge and wisdom. Education is the
ntenl factor for any basic development. He established at Mannanam the first
utholie school of Kerala in 1846. That school is the mother of all private
ueational institutions in the Catholic sector in Kerala. He started that tiny
itle centre of learning as a Sanskrit school. It also was indicative of his far-
peting vision. At that time, only high caste people were allowed to learn Sanskrit
w Vedic language. Other people were not only prohibited from learning that
fguage but also prevented from going to any learning at all. Bl. Chavara
pened the portals of his school, and all the other schools established by his
sllowers in other places, to all people irrespective of caste and creed. Later, his
pelsive order in 1861 added to this great momentum. His radical vision of
ducation motivated him to issue an important order when he became the Vicar
leneral of the Syrians in 1861. He ordered all Churches to open schools adjacent
y them compulsorily. This order became the magna carta for a revolutionary
arudigm shift in the socio-cultural development of Kerala. If the Kerala society
topping the list of literacy in this land today, and making great advancement in
wo lields of science, technology and inter-national service through incessant
igration, it should be indebted to this great visionary called Bl. Chavara.

I, Chavara is also the champion of printing and publications in the Kerala
hurch. He established the first printing press at Mannanam in 1844 and from
wre emerged many books for the enrichment of our people. Later in 1887,
unnanam saw the inception of the newspaper DEEPIKA, the first Catholic
lly of India.

l$lessed Chavara also believed that the health and strength of the society
epends not only the growth of the people in general. It depends greatly on how
16 society takes care of the weak, the disabled, the sick and the aged members
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of the society. In view of caring for them, it was Bl. Chavara who founded
first ‘Charitable institution’ in Kerala. It was in Kainakari in the year 1869

When Bl. Chavara took the initiative to start the first religious congregat
for women in India in 1866, namely the CMC Congregation, he had also a
reaching social mission in his mind. Well-trained and well-motivated religi
women must come forward as the catalytic agents for social reformation fr
the grass-root level. He thought, these women should enter the field of f
apostolate, motivating our families to enter the path of progress in every lev

Basically a man of God and a man of integration

Blessed Chavara was a man of action throughout his life. His wa
multifaceted personality with great vibrancy and efficiency. Within the sp:
less than half a century, he triggered innovations, which ordinary humans co
do in centuries. However, the central feature behind his marvellous success ¢
be sourced back to his radical spiritual vision. That was his basic darsan and
close affinity with the divine. His commitment to God was radical. The ultim
source of his power was prayer. His prayer life was constant and consistent.
used to pray hours before the Blessed Sacrament shedding tears. It was fr
here that he learned the lessons of holiness. Receiving power and inspirat]
from his Master Jesus, he sanctified himself. In him we find a perfect integrat
of a Jnana Yogi, Karma Yogi,and a Bhakti Yogi. The power he received fu
this basic integration of wisdom and action with commitment to God, in tt
sanctified and enriched the whole Church and the society through the pioneer
activities mentioned above.

Recognizing the personal sanctity of Fr. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, the H
Father Popoe John Paul II beatified him in 1986. The Government of India
acknowledged his great services towards social reformation and releases
commemorative postal stamp in 1987. The present Jayanthi year must be m;
a golden time to make deeper studies and extensive researches on the vast
significant contributions of this precious pearl of our Country.
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His Life:
Birth

Priestly Ordination
Death
Burial

Mortal Remains transferred to
Mannanam

Beatification by Pope John Paul II
Postal Stamp released in honour of
Blessed Chavara, by

Sri R. Venkataraman,
President of India

Chavara’'s 200th Jayanthi Year
started

His Pioneering works:

'Ntarting of the First Indian Religious
{ ongregation for men(CMI), along with
iwo other diocesan Priests: Fr. Thomas

IPuluckal and Fr. Thomas Porukara
Sturting of Retreat Preaching for the laity
in the Kerala Church

Starting of a systematic Faith Formation

“und Family Apostolate in Kerala

BLESSED KURIAKOSE ELIAS CHAVARA
HIS LIFE & PIONEERING SERVICES

10th February 1805
in Kainakari, Kerala

29th November 1829

3rd January 1871

4th January 1871
at Koonammavu

24th May 1889
8th February 1986

20th December 1887

3rd January 2004

1831

1831

1831
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Popularizing the Way of the Cross in the

Kerala Church : 1831
Starting of the First Syro-Malabar Major
Seminary at Mannanam : 1833

Introducing the Eucharistic Devotion in
the Kerala Church : 1843

Founder of the First Syro-Malabar
Catholic Press and Publising House of
Kerala at Mannanam i 1844

Founder of the First Catholic School

which was in Sanskrit; which is also the

first educational Institution in

the private Catholic sector in Kerala : 1846

Starting the First Syro-Malabar
Catechumenate at Mannanam in view of
Evangelization 2 1853

Vicar General of the Syrian Catholics of
the Kerala Church ; 1861

Protecting the Kerala Church at a decisive

moment of its existence from the Roccos
Schism ’ 1861

The Author of the First Malayalam

Narrative Poem - ‘Anasthasyayude
Rakthasakshyam' : 1862

Starting of the First Religious

Congregation for women (CMC), in
Kerala along with the Italian missionary

Fr. Leopold Beccaro : 1866
Starting of the 40 Hour Adoration

(at Koonammavu) in Kerala : 1866
Founder of the First Charitable

Institution, (at Kainakari) in Kerala - 1869
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Indian spirituality describes a sage as a person who is a Karma Yogi, or @
Jnana Yogi, or a Bhakti Yogi. Bl. Kuriakose Elias Chavara was a person wii
could blend these three Yogas in his life. Such a person, according to Indiat
Spirituality is called a great soul or Mahatna. He was a great sage who imprintegg
an indelible mark in the history of Kerala Church. 1

Jesus Christ came to communicate the message that God is love and all ar
loved by God; He is our Father and we are his children. Those who realized ¢
experienced Jesus message could not but share it with others. Bl. Chavara h
experienced the encompassing Divine Love in his life. Then he deemed it as hi
prime duty to communicate his divine experience with others. Thus came hi
writings which vibrated the message of God’s love. This article is an attemptt
see how Bl. Chavara used media to spread the good News to all. Bl. Chavar
was a visionary who had loftier dreams in life and he could convert dreams int
reality.

“Drdam, Dream, Dream
Dreams transform into thoughts
And thoughts result in action”,

so says our present president of India, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam in his renowne
book, “Ignited minds”. Bl. Chavara was a man with an ignited mind. He alwa
trusted in God. His ardent Faith in God enabled him to be a man for others. E
had enough courage to travel through an untreaded path; enough courage '
visualize newer methods of communication. Goethe reminds us, “Whates
you can do or dream you can begin it. Boldness has genius, power and magic:
it. Begin it now”. Media apostolate was such a need of the hour, that Bl. Chavai
made use of it to the maximum. So, writes, Z. M. Moozhoor in, “Blesse
Chavara: The Star of the East,” ‘Effective communication of the message €
Christ was another important dream of Bl. Chavara”. (P. viii)

Launching a Press

Bl. Chavara’s painstaking efforts resulted in erecting a printing press af
publishing house at Mannanam in 1846. It was mainly meant for the Catholig
of Kerala for catholic publications. “We may be surprised to know that whe
Nazrani Deepika was started in 1887, it was in this wooden press that it w

(26) C-Mission === March 200



printed during the first years.” (P.11). Bl. Chavara wanted to revive the prayer
Iife of Kerala Church. Preaching retreats and sermons during Mass every Sunday
wis part of it. He understood that along these sermons, if there were enough
prayer books in the common language, people would benefit from it.

“Thus, many good books and prayer books in Malayalam were printed and
vlreulated, and as a result, a spiritual awakening spread throughout the Church,
as the believers became more deeply religious. The first two books published
from the printing press at Mannanam were Jnanapiyusham (The Spiritual
Nectar) and Divya Mathruka (The Divine Model). The author of the Divine
Model was Fr. Chavara himself. Afterwards he published his Jnanaprajagaram
(I'he Vigil of Wisdom), Grahasta Dharmodyanam (A Garden of Family Moral
Codes) and Jnana-nava-ratnam (Nine Jewels of Knowledge). Also the book,
UPerpetual Adoration” was a great source of inspiration for thousands of people
snabling them to grow in their spiritual life. It was not only a book of prayer,
but a book of religious education. Its first edition was released in 1875.

In the life time of Fr. Chavara many devotional books were published from
Muannanam. Countless copies of these books were printed and circulated
wmong the people. Most of them are still used as popular books of devotion.
¥'r. Chavara’s most popular book is “The Words of a Dying Father”, a great
wark of moral guidance. It is considered by many to be the best book on
\fumily life ever published. Besides the nearly dozen works of Fr. Chavara,
mare than 3,000 additional titles were released from the press at Mannanam,
sstublished by Fr. Chavara. Establishing the press by Fr. Chavara led many
Iﬂ.lﬂ him as a man gifted with vision. St. Joseph’s Press at Mannanam
sunds today as @ monument to Fr. Chavara’s farsighted thirst to impart
huowledge, interest in cultures and progressive thinking.” (Bld. Chavara:
Yhe Star of the East, Rev. Z. M. Moozhoor CMI P No. 74, 75, 43)

FII’I'IN{:S OF BL. CHAVARA

Wl Chavara was truly a man of God. His deep communion with God enabled
{is lve proper communication with people of God. “In printing religious
% and similar publications Blessed Chavara’s avowed purpose was that
pravement of life in the catholic families. ..His earnest desire was to give
{he children and grown-ups sound training in pious Christian practices.”
uld of the East, Vol. 1, Oct 3, 1991, No. 2, P. No. 61).

Wl Chavara was a man of letters. He was a prolific writer. His spirituality is
flowing in his writings. 1 would like to mention some of his famous writings
piabled many a person to experience a divine touch in their lives. Fr.
Moozhoor, in his latest book on the biography of Bl. Chavara or “Aroopiyude
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Meloppulla Manushyan”, says,that Bl. Chavara was a visionary who tried t
improve the life style of people through his writings. In his poetic writings tt
most important one is Atmanuthapam (Compunction of the Soul). “The Bib
and many foreign books including the Spanish ‘city of God’ by Maria Agre
have influenced the mind of the author of Atmanuthapam.” (Herald of the Eas
Vol. I, Jan 3, 1991, No. 3, P. 79). This Epic poem is divided into 12 chapte
dealing with the birth, teachings, death, and events following the death of Jest
Christ.

The other two important poetic creations are Dirge (Marana Veett
Paaduvanulla Pana) and Anasthasia’s martyrdom (Anasthasiayud
Raktasakshyam) Dirge is a collection of exhortations and anecdotes to prepa
the people to face death with courage and confidence.

Anasthasias’s Martyrdom depicts the story that happened in Rome in the 3
century. A. D. under Valerian persecution, she became a martyr. She refused
worship Roman god *Jove’. She sang the praises of Jesus, Her heavenly Spous
She, along with one Cyrillos who offered her water to drink, was beheaded.

The other literary works of Bl. Chavara include: Nalla Appante Chaava
(“Sayings of A Dying Father”), Letters (chavarachante kathakal), Chronic
(Nalagamam), etc.

CONCLUSION

He lived his life fully for God and for the people. He was the most vibra
person in the history of the Kerala Church. I would like to cite a passage from &
article “Ecclesial Dimension in Bl. Chavara’s Endeavours”, by Fr. Tho
Panthaplackal CMI: Here he says, “The dignity of man, who is endowed wil
both body and soul, was the basis for all his social activities and humanitarig
services. In this he looked at the intellectual, corporal, social and religious valul
of the person beyond the limits of castes, colour, and creed. With the suppa
and co-operation of his religious band, he initiated schools at Mannanam Al
Arpookara, for the socially weaker section Sanskrit school at Mannanam to coj
with the upper class of the society, ‘a school for a church’ to have gener
education for all catholic press to upkeep faith and morals in the society and
build social and political consciousness, catechumenate for the faith formatio
and reunion movements to bring back the scattered. Fundraising: Pidiva
Kettuthengu and 5% of the income of each parish was the means suggested ¢
Fr. Chavara for the financial security of the Vicariate. He took leadership in
these activities for the spiritual renewal and building up of the Church and society

The pioneering efforts of Bl. Chavara to educate the people through Pri
Media was extra-ordinary. He was a sage who converted dreams into realit
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noble soul who lived a life fully for God and his people. A man who used
eans of social communication to spread the kingdom values. A man who

Wlized the importance of mass media and media apostolate. A visionary who
{lll inspires others to work for the glory of God.

Today, media play an important role in the lives of society than at any other
mes — Now it is our duty to use the available means of social communication to
pread the kingdom values. We should come forward and make a pledge to keep
live the little lamp that has been lit by Bl. Chavara. This is the right time for us
luke drastic steps in the field of media apostolate. Our deep experience of

» bur communion with triune God should enable us to communicate the
ssige of God’s love to others through our Media Apostolate. Imbibe the zeal
Bl. Chavara and become the messengers of God’s love through the means of
wial communication. Q

| R

ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE....

| asked for strength. ..
And God gave me difficulties to make me strong. "

| asked for wisdom

And God gave me problems to solve and become |
mature.

| asked for prosperity
And God gave me the brain and brawn to work.

| asked for courage
And God gave me obstacles to overcome.

I asked for love and appreciation

And God showed me people who lost everything in
life.

I asked for favours
And God gave me opportunities.

[ received nothing I wanted. . ..
But, I received everything I needed. ||

B— )
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CMI CONGREGATION AT A GLANCE

Founded in 1831 at Mannanam.
Present number of total members

Bishops

Bishop Gratian Mundadan, Bijnor

Bishop Gregory Karotemprel, Rajkot
Bishop Joseph Pastor Neelamkavil, Sagar
Bishop Vijay Aanand Nedumpuram, Chanda
Bishop Simon Stock Palathara, Jagdalpur
Bishop Joseph Kunnath, Adilabad

2754

Chanda was the first Diocese given to the Syro-Malabar Church ou

Kerala.

Priests

Permanent Deacons

Brothers

Priestly Students

Novices
Provinces:

In Kerala:
QOutside Kerala:

Trivandrum
Kottayam
Kalamassery
Muvattupuzha
Thrissur
Kozhikode
Coimbatore
Mysore
Chanda
Jagdalpur
Sagar
Rajkot
Bijnor

Region : Bhavanagar

Houses and Residences:

1415
4

41
1186
180
13

288
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funses abroad:
Rome
Bonn, Germany
Brooklyn, U.S.A.

dulor Seminaries

itntes : 11
In Kerala : 6
Outside Kerala : 4
Outside India : Kenya : 1

Aaplrants” Houses
shes
dission Centres

Medicul College (Amala, Thrissur) 1
Pipineering College (Rajagiri, Kakkanad, Ernakulam) 1
Lilversity Colleges 17
Parnllel Colleges 5

Ml Colleges 4

Pulytechnic

Aehools
Hiwpitals and Dispensaries 48
wilnl Service Centres 99
Wil Development Centres 30
trent Centres 3
Cltural and Dialogue Centres 17
Printing and Publishing Houses 16
Perlodicals 13
Notrent Centre abroad: Carmel Centre, Tennessee, U.S.A. 1

Tiduy, 37% of the C.M.L Priests work in the Missions outside Kerala, in
Indla. 16% of the Priests work outside India in 20 Countries around the
globe in:

Africa

South America

U.S. A.

Canada
Europe
Australia &
Philippines.
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I A STATISTICAL SUMMARY
Established in 1966.

| Provinces 20

In Kerala: 13
Outside Kerala: 7

Regions 7
Professed Sisters 6170 -
Novices 252
Houses in India 377
douses abroad 29
Mission Centres 176
Colleges 5
Parallel Colleges 14
Training Schools 5

| Schools 435
Hospitals & Health Centres 44
Printing Houses 11
Orphanages 40
Home for the Aged 14
Schools for the Mentally challenged 17

THE CMC CONGREGATION:
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A VIBRANT PASTORAL EXPERIENCE
FROM CANADA

Fr Jose Kuriedath, CMI, Canada

On the completion of 75 years, Holy Cross Parish, Toronto,
recalls with great satisfaction the years of its growth and looks
forward to tomorrow with increasing enthusiasm. Having
been deeply rooted in the heart of Canada’s most multicultural
metropolis, the parish has not only grown to become a
microcosm of the colourful ethnic diversity of this great

A word about the past would be appropriate to get a better grasp of what
Moly Cross is today and to envision its future. Sown as a seed by the late Rev.
Nobert S. Miller, the parish was nurtured by the founding pastor himself until it
grcame the teething troubles of infancy aggravated by the great depression; in
llise days of acute economic difficulties, it took almost twenty years for the
Warish to have the present church building. Fr. Miller remained the Pastor of
Noly Cross for over forty years and laid the foundation not only of the parish,
Jlie church the school, but even most of the activities associated with the parish.

liose who came after him, Rev. John Bolger, Bishop Aloysius Ambrozic, Rev.
John Pilkauskas, Rev. John Coppinger SA, Rev. John Kiesling SA and the present
Pustor Rev. Jose Kuriedath CMI, needed only to continue to water and fertilize
what Fr. Miller planted. And that unceasing care given by the pastors, their
sssociates and the volunteers from the parish community has borne sufficient
ruit today. Holy Cross is a lively parish that can take legitimate pride in being
ihe ‘seed fully grown into a big tree’ providing nests of Catholic life to several

hundreds.

Apart from being the beacon of almost 3000 Catholics in the East York area,
\everal sons and daughters of this devout mother have been called to be bearers
uf Christ’s light in other parts of the world, especially as priests, nuns and
missionaries.
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TODAY

Anyone who steps into Holy Cross Church on a Sunday will be struck b}
two special characteristics of this parish: the relaxed community atmosphe
and around the church even though it is on the fringes of downtown, ang
ethnic diversity of the congregation. The proximity of several streets of ha
on all the four sides of the church, the presence of an elementary school w
sight, and the absence of any industrial or large commercial undertakings il
vicinity - all contribute to the community atmosphere. From the begint
Holy Cross has been a part of the small town tradition of East York, whil
maintains even now though it has been absorbed into the torrent of metropol
Toronto. The ethnic blend and vitality that we witness in today’s paris
must be attributed to the population mobility Toronto experienced since
seventies. This still ongoing change of the parish community reached a t
point by the reorganization of the Pastoral Team itself, which occurred in 1
with the appointment of the members of the CMI Congregation of India. k
Jose Kuriedath CMI, the present pastor, and his colleagues bring to the pal
the heritage of a religious Order devoted to prayer and evangelization, and
Catholic community that is proud of its apostolic tradition of two thous
years, from a Country with a distinct cultural history of more than five thous
years. Today’s parish may be compared to God’s vineyard with vines of all colg
and flavours, but all sweet in taste.

TOMORROW

While we are proud of our past and happy about the present, we look fo
to the future with great enthusiasm and hope. The solid foundation for that hi
is the extraordinary cooperation that we experience in our parish today. )
contribution of the parishioners not only for the financial needs of the parish’
even for the routine running of administration has been very generous, if’
unique. A parish - the church as well as the office - run almost entirely
volunteers seems to be truly exceptional. Such cooperation in money and serv
will certainly unleash the potential of the parish community in the days to co
An indication of this is the interest the youth have begun to show in par
life. While people lament the conspicuous absence of the youth in parish Ii
Holy Cross is a proud mother who sees the continuity of the above nol
cooperation in the next generation too, as her young men and women eagel
come together to commit themselves to serve the parish.
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It is true that the secular culture is steadily growing in the city life and the
tommunity involvement in urban parishes is not as high as in suburban or rural
freas. Some neighboring parishes have already begun to feel the impact of the
pver enlarging downtown; the families move out, the schools shut down and the
tongregation dwindles, making the parish incapable of sel f-supporting. However,
the family spirit that one experiences here, the openness the parish shows In
#mbracing ethnic diversity, the interest in parish involvement we see among the
youth and the quiet surroundings of a peaceful residential area so close to the

tentre of the city - all these will remain the nourishment for the growth of Holy
Cross in the days to come.

Yes, yesterday was immensely glorious, today is abundantly satisfying and
lomorrow is truly bright and blossoming. Let us thank God and rejoice over His

Dlessings! Q

l

" @RHYOROMI®MIalo

AUSOMOa|S 2100I0W 20 alloalla) * ERELOMIDAI" ag)am @00l
OmIOg 2eMIa0022® quonlmaailwisnosmo: Cassette and CD
released by Prof. M.K. Sanu at Ernakulam on 1st March 2004,

ARMIDIIR}U0} Al WBE9)0 CMOMIILICONTEn)o @O} )EmR0,

Programme Director : Fr. Mathew Arekalam
Directed by :  Mr. Sunny Stephen Chavara
Singers : Rajesh

Madhu Balakrishnan

Biju Narayanan

Markose

Aleena

Alan

Contacts : * Fr. Mathew Arekalam, CMI Residence.
Mannanam, Kottayam - 686561

* The CMI Generalate, Ernakulam
% The CMC Generalate, Alwaye
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ABEAUTIFUL MUSICAL ALBUM IN THE JAYANTHI
YEAR OF BLESSED CHAVARA

oz vt

Receiving inspiration from the teachings of Blessed Chavara
A set of Hymns for the celebration of the Holy Mass

Presiied by: The CMI & The CMC Generalates
Prodeed by: Navachetana, Bhopal

Singin: Usha Mangeshkar
Vinod Rathore
Sadhana Sargam
Anupam Deshpande
Mohamad Aziz
Mahendra Kapoor
S. Upadhyaya

Contits: The CMI Generalate, Ernakulam
The CMC Generalate, Alwaye
Navachetana, Bhopal
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PRAYER OF STUDENTS
FOR SUCCESS

Most loving God, you are the
purce and fullness of all wisdom. |
hank you for giving me a bright and
powerful mind. Fill my mind with your
lght. Increase my memory power.
lve me more concentration in my
pludies. Lord, help me to organize my
ileas systematically when | sit for my
ams. Give me calmness of mind to
overcome any fear or depression
henever | encounter any difficult
problem. Be with me Lord,
incouraging me to face any negative
dtuation with courage and
lonfidence. Let your divine presence
Ih me inspire and strengthen me to
iring out the best from my studies and
Xams.

Lord, enlighten my mind to develop
il my talents for your glory and for
ihe service of my fellow beings. Let
my life become a shining light for
others.

Lord, bless my dear parents,
brothers and sisters, teachers and
Iiends. O loving God, help my
tlassmates and friends so that they
lbo may be successful in their studies
and come out with flying colours in
Iheir exams.

Blessed Chavara, friend of
Mudents, pray for me.
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For copies of the above prayers in colorful printed card form, kindly

contact the following address:

Fr. Mathew Kaniamparampil

CMI Generalate
P.B.No. 1056

Ernakulam, Kochi-682 011

Rs.500/- for 1000 cards.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Chavara Jayanthi year inaugurated

The Bi-Centenary Celebration of the birth of Blessed Kuriakose Elias C K
was inaugurated at Mannanam in the presence of 10 Bishops, 200 Priests,
Sisters and several thousand devotees on 3% January 2004. A Concelebn
Divine Liturgy and a Public Meeting were the highlights of the day. His Eminy
Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil, Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Ch
was the Chief Celebrant. 5 Bishops and more than 150 Priests concelebr
Bishop Kuriakose Kunnacherry of Kottayam delivered the homily. Fr. A
Vallavanthara, Vice-Postulator, was the Master of Ceremonies. Cardinal A
Vithayathil along with Fr. Antony Kariyil, Prior General, lighted the Jul
Candle at the tomb of Blessed Chavara.

The Mass was followed by a Public Meeting. It was presided ovel
Archbishop Joseph Powathil of Changanacherry and inaugurated by Carg
Varkey Vithayathil. Fr. Prior General made the welcome speech. Bishop P
Thuruthikonam of Vijayapuram, Bishop Pastor Neelamkavil of Sagar, Mo
Edward, Mother General of the CMC, Kerala Minister Sri K.M. Mani,
Cyriac Thomas, Vice-Chancellor of M.G. University, Sri Thomas Chazhikag
MLA, and Sri P.V. Chacko Pullathil, Panchayath President, delivered felicita
speeches on the occasion. Fr. Thomas Mampra, Provincial of Trivand)
proposed the Vote of Thanks. Fr. Thomas Kalayil, Prior of Mannanam was
programme director.

Bishop Gratian Mundadan of Bijnor, Bishop Simon Stock of Jagdalpur, Bis
Joseph Kunnath of Adilabad, Bishop Mathew Moolakatt of Kottayam and Bis
Joseph Perumthottam of Changanacherry also participated. It is estimated |
about 10,000 people took part in the functions and all were given meals.

Celebration at Kainakari

Kainakari near Alappuzha is the birth place of Blessed Chavara. The sta 1
of the Bi-Centenary celebrations took place there from 29" January to
February 2004. Bishop James Pazhayattil of Irinjalakuda, Bishop Ignatios Josk
of Trivandrum, Prior General Fr. Antony Kariyil, Provincials Fr. Jero
Cherusserry of Thrissur, Fr. Joachim Puzhakara of Muvattupuzha, Fr. Jose
Vadakkan of Kottayam and Fr. James Panackal of Jagdalpur were the Ch
celebrants on these days. Hundreds of pilgrims visit this birth place of Bl. Chay
every year.

C-Mission March



‘atholic population around the globe increasing

According to the latest Pontifical Year Book, there is a steady increase in the
itholic Population around the world.

Catholics 105 crores
This is 17.3% of the total world population.
50 % of the Catholics are in the Americas,
26.1 % in Europe,

12.8 % in Africa,
10.3 % in Asia, and
0.8 % in Oceania.
The percentage of Catholics in each Continent is as follows:
Americas 62.4 % of its total population.
Europe 40.5 %
Oceania 26.8 %
Africa 16.5 %
Asia 03.0 %
Cardinals : 192
From Europe 101
From U.S.A. 14
From Canada 5
From South America 33
From Africa 17
From Asia 17
From Oceania 5

Number of Cardinals having voting rights
(below the age of 80) in 2004 : 129

Number of Cardinals from Rligious Congregations: = 39
The Indian Cardinals are the following:

Cardinal Simon Pimenta, Bombay
Cardinal Lourdusamy, Rome

Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil, Ernakulam
Cardinal Ivan Dias, Bombay, &
Cardinal Telesphore Toppo, Ranchi

farch 2004 C-Mission (71)



Bishops 4,695
Diocesan Priests 2,67,334
Religious Priests 1,37,724
Religious Brothers 54,828
Women Religious 7,82,032
Major Seminarians 1,12,982

Candidates to the priesthood rose 5.8 % in Africa and 1.4 % in the Ameri
The Holy See has Ambassadors in 174 Countries.
87 Novices to make Profession on 19" March

87 Novices are going to make their First Religious Profession in the
Congregation on 19th March 2004. They belong to 13 Provinces. The C-MISS]
wishes them hearty greetings and prayerful felicitations!

A new film on the Passion of Jesus making extraordinary imp

Mel Gerard Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ, is a movie of a $ 100 mil
project. It was released in about 2000 theatres in the United States last mont}
has raised hackles and built up enthusiasm around the world. Despite
avalanche of protests, especially from the Jewish world, advance booking
this film has been unprecedented in America. Debuted on Ash Wednesday, it
been rocketed to the No. 1 box-office slot within two weeks’ time of its rele

This film narrates in two hours in moving detail the last 12 hours in the life
Jesus and his Crucifixion. To watch him beaten, whipped with vengeance, &
crucified so graphically is a shattering experience for all viewers. Mel Gibso
all set to create history of an unusual kind.

Jerusalem Marian Mandhapam inaugurated at Thalore

The Jerusalem Retreat Centre at Thalore, near Thrissur, is growing to b
great pilgrim center. The new attraction is the Marian Mandhapam. It is beautif}
inspiring and grand. It enshrines the depiction of the various Mysteries of |
Holy Rosary, the titles in the Litany and the holy relics of 58 Saints. This shri
was inaugurated by Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil in the presence of 10 Bisho
and about 15,000 people on 9* January 2004. Fr. Davis Pattath, CMI, is {
Director. '




Sharpen your creativity !

C-Mission invites articles from missionaries and pastors around
the world. Share your news, views, and experiences from the
missionary and pastoral fields. They will inspire your co-workers
and friends elsewhere. Special welcome to Seminarians and
future missionaries to share their dreams through these
columns.

You can write them in English, Malayalam or Hindi.

Fr. Mathew Kaniamparampil
Fr. Jose Palatty, CMI Managing Editor, C-Mission

Chief Editor, C-Mission Prior General's House
Christ the King Monastery / OR / P.B. No.1056
Karukutty - 683 576 Kochi - 682 011
Ernakulam, KERALA. Ernakulam, KERALA
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C.M.I. GENERAL DEPARTMENT FOR EVANGELIZATION
AND PASTORAL MINISTRY

Fr. Mathew Kaniamparampil CMI (General Councillor)
s Fr. Jose Palatty CMI (Consultor)
3. Fr. James Mekkara CMI (Member)
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SUBSCRIPTION TO THE C-MISSION

The readers of C-MISSION are earnestly requested to take the sub-
scription of this periodical, in order to meet the cost of its printing and
postage. The subscription rates are given below:

India Abroad
Subscription:
One year: Rs. 100 $/Euro 5
Five years: Rs. 400 $ /Euro 20
ie inari ams
India Abroad

One year: 2 Masses 4 Masses
Five years: 8 Masses 12 Masses

Transmitting:
Kindly send the amount by M.O./Cheque/D.D.

Priests who are offering Masses for this cause, can inform me the same
through e-mail also: kaniamp @sify.com

Gift: You can also give us addresses of your friends to whom you want us
to send the C-MISSION.

ﬁ'__.r—_
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Devotees in front of the Ashram Church at Mannanam on the solemn inauguration of the Chavara Jayanthi Year, This Church enshrines the mortal remains of
Blessed Chavara. This is the mother house of the CMIs and the first indigenous religious house founded in India in 1831,




