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never failed to impress, Several instanee of hig
impressive  extempore  sermons are popularly
talked about o this day. The pancgyrics he
preached at the funeral service  of Archbishops
Bernandine and Francis Navier, are often quoted
as outstanding examples of his great talents i
this dircction.

EDUCATIONIST

In addition to his being a brilliant scholar
in literature and the sciences EFre Cyriac Elias
was a great cducatiomst. Till his time, the
church in Malabar had not advanced much in
the field of Education. But proficient, as we
have scen, in different world languages, he
became a powerful influence in the cause of
Catholic Education.

His interest in the ficld of education of
students for  priesthood -the  establishment and
conduct of seminaries—has already been .dealt
with- He was also concerned with the general
education of the laity. The protestant mission-
aries had then started and  had experimented
with the running of even English schools. They
were in the ficld from about 1816. He realized
that the community would ever remain down-
trodden if they did not move with the times
and so he decided that his new Congregation
should concentrate on educational work. So in

1346, the monastery started a new  insiitution
for sanckrit studies.
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You have

the most important ones always
talents in

already d-monstrated your special
this line”’.

THE ROCOS SCHISM

For nearly three centuries the church which
St. Thomas founded in Malabar was rulcd over
by native bishops ordained by the Apostle h.m-
self and the—irlegitimate successors. But since
the fourth century, the administration was
through foreign bishops ordained and sent to
Malabar by the Patriarch of Babylon. Though
foreigners by nationality, they had the same
Syrian Rite and they got along lairly well with
the people here. But in the sixteenth century

after the Synod of Diamper, the administration
of the native church passed on through Don
Menesis, the Archbishop of Goa, to Latin bishops.
The Portuguese rulers were not familiar with
the Syrian Rites and social connections. Further
they were lacking in a spirit of accommodation.
All this ultimately led to the deterioration of

the Syrian Church in many respects.

Leaders of the community in Malabar
proud of their ancestry and noble traditions,
resented to his trend of affairs and organized
themselves to safeguard their interests. They solici-
ted of the authorities in Rome and Portugal to
appoint Syrian bishops to Malabar to preserve and
promote their social and cultural integrity. But
such requests did not meet with favour or success.
This led to furither alienation between the
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Carmclite priests and lay brothers, Jﬂmﬁlf‘llng
the great influence they both exerted and con-
tinue to exert on the church. Fr. Chavara is
the founder of this congregation of sisters. 't
Leopold, who was also equally interested in the
formation of religious houses for women CoOnsi-
derably helped Fr. Chavara. The {\I‘Cllb“‘lmp
of Verapoly gladly approved 1it. Fr. Leopold
and the successor of Fr. Chavara, Fr. Kuriakose
Porukara Prior General of the Congregation,
have both paid unqualified tribate to the great
interest, zeal and wisdom, with which Fr. Chavara
organized the convents as centres from where
Christian Education and culture were to spread
among the women of the community. He had
envisaged them also as enclosures for those
women who wished to dedicate their lives to
prayer, mortification and service of souls.

You may wonder to hear that Fr. Chavara
founded the first convent with capital of rupees
18 of which Rs. 40 were collected from the
churches at Gnarakal and Alleppey and the
balance was a donation from his monasteries.
The enclosure that he put up for the convent
at Coonammavu was mostly of bamboo mats
and coconut fittings. He had built a common
prayer hall refectory and three single rooms
for the nuns, all walled in from the outside.
The first members of this new Congregation
were the widow Elisba, her doughter Anna
Thresia of the Karuthedath Parish and E] zabeth
of Puthenangady Vaikom. They came to live
m the new convent on February 13th, 1866.
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Two days after, four postulants were received
and they were given the hair—-woven scapular.

He was not satisfied with such a temporary
shed for the ‘nuns’. He toured the southern
districts to raise founds to put up a permanent
house for them and a school building and
boarding house for girl students. In the course
of eight months the fund grew to Rs. 8000.
The amount was sufficient for him to complete
the building for which the foundation was laid
in June 1866 and completed early in March
1867. On the 27th of March the four postu-
lants were transferred to the new house, on the
same day they were vested with the habit of
the rel gious and awarded Constitution and Rules
des’gnating them as the “Third Order of
Carmelites”. Aspirants to the new Order arrived
from even distant places and in a short time
the necessity for establishing sister—houses in
other places were made urgent. Branch houses
were founded at Mutholv (1888}, Verapoly (1890),
Ampazhakat (1897). Karukutty (1899), Parur
(1910), Ernakulam (1915), Gnarakal (1925), and

subsequently in scveral other places.

The year 1887 was a turning point in the
Kerala Church history. The ecclesiastical ad-
ministration of St. Thomas Syrian Christians,
who claim to be the Apostolic Church in India,
was brought under Trichur and Kottayam
Dioceses. This division had its impact in the
Indigenous religious Congregations too. Conscqu-
¢ntly those sisters of the Latin Rite were trans-
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fulfilled ....”” Such realization of his absolute
dependence on God, was more than amply re.
warded- “My soul hath hoped in the Lord; |
shall not be confounded” . the Psalmist had
sung and Fr., Chavara had lived by its charm.

Such faith and hope could not but have
endowed him with a great personal Love of
God which was manifesied in all his works.
He had resolved to live a life of Prayer and
d=votion, whether others observed him or not.
He had grown into an ardent apostle of love,
living and preaching the message of love. His
contemporaries, both elders and juniors, have
unanimou-ly acclaimed the zealous devotion for
which his sermons were known. He reformed
the faithful entrusted to his care by Exhort-
ations’ by example, by rcproofand by granting
the pardon of God in the confessional. He
was al;o what his Master wished and promised.
His first disciples to be, — one among the
“fishers of men”. Some of his sermons are
quoted even today as classics’ like those on
the Passion and Death of our Lord, usually
given on Good Fridays.

He adhered to his devotion to the spiri-
tual life till the very end. In his sick beds
visitors were not allowed to talk on anything
other than spiritual matters. A written notice
posted in his room demanded such restraint
from all Conversation on spiritual matters
was his most welcome relief when in pain.































middle of the Church where the precious remains
of the Saintly Carmclite await the day of the
glorious resurrcction.

I shall conclude this treatise with the
English transalation of the appreciation written
by Fr.- Leopold in Italian on 3—1-1871.

“Today January 3, 1871, Tuesday at 7. 15
in the morning, Fr. Cyriac Elias of the Holy
Family, the first Prior, died after a life of great
innocence. He could declare before his death
that he had never lost the baptismal innocence.
He was exercising himself in the practice of all
virtues, especially in the simplicity of heart,
living faith, tender obediences and devotion
to the most Blessed Sacrament, to the Bl. Virgin
Mary and St. Joseph. He has undergone im-
mense hard.h.ps for the good of the christians
of Malabar, especially during the time of the
schism of Rochos, when he, being appointed
the Vicar General of the Syrians, showed his
extraord nary devotion to the Holy See. He
fought day and night to arrest the spread of
the schism, from which he could save not less
than 40 parishes. On this account, the Holy
Father Pupe Pius IX sent him a letter expressing
his great satisfaction. He was the founder and
the first Prior of the Third Order Carmelites of
Malabar. He founded also the convent of nuns
aflel: undergoing many hardships. On account
of his endearing virtues, learning, and profound
quwled- e of the Syriac language he enjoyed
great influence on the Syrians of Malabar.
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