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A Heroic Son and a Heroic Daughter
of the Church in India.

— Pope John Paul Il

Father Chavara Represents Indian Christianity
at its Best

— R. Venkataraman, President of India -

Father Chavara -'/A Man of Deep Vision
— P. Ramachandran, Gevernor of Kerala
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Cardinal’s House

Post Bag No. 2580
Ernakulam, Cochin - 682 031
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A Heroic Son and a Heroic Daughter
of the Church in India

Pope John Paul I
(Homily During Beatification, 8-2-1986)

| thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you have hidden these things from the
wise and understanding and have revealed them
to the little ones.” (MLt. 11, 25)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

1. These are the words of Jesus of Nazareth, and he
rejoiced in the Holy Spirit when he uttered them. How full
of meaning they are for us today !

** | thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
you have hidden these things from the wise and understand-
ing and revealed them to the little ones.” (Mt. 11:25)

What things has the Lord hidden ? What mysteries has he
revealed? Truly the deepest ones. the mysteries of his own
divine life, those known here on earth only by him, only by
Christ himself. For he says: *All things have been delivered
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one Knows the Father except the Son and any
one to whom the Son chooses toreveal him.”" (Mt 11:27)
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And behold, the Son does reveal these things. At the
snmo time he reveals the Father. The Father is revealed
ihrough ths Son. And 1o whom does the Son reveal these
things ? He reveals them to those whom he chooses: “for
sich was your gracious will’’, Jesus tells the Father. He
(avenls these things to the little ones.

2. Today, in this Sacred Liturgy, we wish to unite our-
solves in a special way with Christ the Lord. Together with
him we wish to bless the father, for the particular love which
he has shown to a son and a daughter of the Church in India.
We praise the Father for his countless blessings during the
wo thousand years that the Church has existed on Indian
soil. With Christ we glorify the Father for the love that he
has shown to the little ones of Kerala and all India,

The Church throughout the world rejoices with the Church
in India as Father Kuriakose Elias Chavara and Sister Alphonsa
of the Immaculate Conception are raised to the ranks of the
Blessed in the great Communion ot Saints. This man and this
woman, both membeis of the Syro Malabar Church here in
Kerala, advanced to great heights of holiness through their
wholehearted co-operation with the grace of God. Each
possessed an ardent love of God, yet each followed a distinct
spiritual path.

3. Father Kuriakose Elias Chavara was born here in Kerala,
and for nearly all of his sixty-five years of earthly life he
laboured generously for the renewal and enrichment of the
Christian life. His deep love for Christ filled him with apo-
stolic zeal and made him especially careful to promote the
unity of the Church.  With great generosity he collaborated
with others, especially brother priests and religious, in the
work of salvation.

In co-operation with Fathers Thomas Palackal and Thomas
Porukara, Father Kuriakose founded an Indian Religious Con-
gregation for men, now known as the Carmelites of Mary
Immaculate. Later, with the help of an ltalian rmissionary,
Father Leopold Beccaro, he started an  Indian Religious
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Congregation for women, the Congregation of the Mother
of Carmel. These Congregations grew and flourished and
religious vocations became better understood and appreciated.
Through the common efforts of the members of new religious
families, his hopes and works were multiplied many times
over.

Father Kuriakose's life, and the lives of these newReligious,
were dedicated to the service of the Syro Malabar Church.
Under his leadership or inspiration, a good number of apos-
tolic initiatives were undertaken : the establishment of semi-

naries for the education and formation of the clergy, the -

introduction of annual retreates, a publishing house for
Catholic works, a house to care for the destitute and dying,
schools for general education and programmes for the train-
ing of catechumens. He contributed to the Syro Malabar
liturgy and spread devotion to the Holy Eucharist and the
Holy Famliy. In particular, he dedicated himself to
encouraging and counselling Christian families, convinced
as he was of the fundamental role of the family in the life
of society and the Church.

But no apostolic cause was dearer to the heart of this
great man of faith thanthat of the unity and harmony within the
Church. It was as if he had always before his mind the prayer
of Jesus, on the night before his Sacrifice on the Cross:
“That they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me
and | in you, that they also may be inus’* (Jn 17:21). To-
day the Church solemnly recalls with love and gratitude all
his efforts to resist threats of disunity and to encourage the
clergy and faithful to unity with the See of Peter and the
universal Church. His success in this, as in all his many
undertakings, was undoubtedly due to the intense charity
and prayer which characterized his daily life, his close
communion with Christ on earth.

4. Sister Alphonsa of the Immaculate Conception,
born a century after Father Kuriakose Elias, would gladly have
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served the Lord with similar apostolic projects. And indeed,
she possessed a personal devotion to Father Kuriakose from
early in her religious life. But the path to holiness for
Sister Alphonsa was clearly a different one. It was the
way of the Cross, the way of sickness and suffering.

Already at a very young age, Sister Alphonsa desired to
serve the Lord as a religious, but it was not without endu-
ring trails that she was finally able to pursue this goal. When
it became possible, she joined the Franciscan Ciarist Con-
gregation. Throughout her life, which wasa brief thirty-six
years, she continually gave thanks to God for the joy and
privilege of her religious vocation, for the grace of her vows
of chastity, poverty and obedience.

From early in her life, Sister Alphonsa experienced great
suffering. With the passing of the years the heavenly Father
gave her an ever fuller share in the passion of his beloved
son. We recall how she experienced, not only physical pain
of great intensity, but also the spiritual suffering of being
misunderstood and misjudged by others. But she constantly
accepted all her suffering with serenity and trust in God
being firmly convinced that they would purify her motives
help her overcome all selfishness, and unite her more closely
with her .beloved divine Spouse. She wrote to her spiritual
director : ‘'Dear Father, as my good Lord Jesus loves me
so very much, | sincerely desire to remain on this sick bed
and suffer not only this, but anything else besides, even
to the end of the world. | feel now that God has intended
my life to be an oblation, a sacrifice of suffering’’ (20 Novem-
ber 1944). She came to love suffering because she loves
the suffering Christ. She learned to love the cross throgh
her love of the crucified Lord.

Sister Alphonsa knew that by her sufferings she shared
in the Church*s apostolate; she found joy in them by offering
them all to Christ. In this way, she seemed to have made her
own the words of Saint Paul: ‘*l rejoice in my suffering for
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your sake, and in my flesh | complete what is lacking in |
Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, thatis, the
Church’* (Col. 1:24). She was endowed by God with an affec-
tionate and happy disposition, with the ability to take de-
light in ordinary and simple things. The weight of human
suffering, even the mis-understanding or jealousy of others,
could not extinguish the joy of the Lord which filled her
heart. In a letter written shortly before she died, at a
time of intense physical and mental suffering, she said:
‘| have given myself up completely to Jesus. Let him please
himself in his dealings with me. My only desire in this
world is to suffer for love of God and to rejoice in doing it"".
(February 1946)

5. Both father Kuriakose and Sister Alphonsa bear
witness to the beauty and greatness of the religious
vocation. And | would like to take this occasion to direct my
thoughts particularly to the men and women Religious who
are present here and to all the Religious in India.

Every one who has been baptized into Christ has dis-
covered a ‘‘pear| of great value'’ and a ‘'treasure’’ worth
all that one has in life. (cf.Mt. 13:44-45). For all the
baptized share in the very life of the Blessed Trinity and
are called to be ““light’* and ‘‘salt’* for the world (cf. Mt.
5:13-16). But within the great family of the Church, God
our Father calls some of you to follow Christ still more
closely and to dedicate your lives with a special consecra-
tion through the profession of chastity, puﬁertv and obedi-
ence. You, the Religious of the Church, bear public witness
to the Gospel and to the primacy of the love of God.
By apermanent commitment and lifelong fidelity to your
vows, you seek to grow in union with Christ and to
contribute in a unique way to the life and mission of the
Church. And what a vital contribution is yours |
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In a rich variety of forms,you live to the full your evange-
lical consecration. Some of you have heard the Lord’s per-
sonal call to the contemplative life where, though hidden from
the world, you offer your lives and prayers for the sake of all
humanity. Others have been called to an active apostolic life,
where you serve in teaching, health care, parochial work,
retreats, works of charity and many forms of pastoral activity.

No matter how you serve, dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,never doubt the value of your consecrated life. Whether
your service resembles the great apostolic endeavours of
Father Kuriakose, or takese the form of hidden suffering like
Sister Alphonsa, whatever it may be, it is importent in the
life of the Church. Remember the words of Saint Paul, in
today’s second reading, ‘‘We know that in everything God
works for good'’ (Rom 8:28) Even when you feel discouraged
or weighed down by personal failures or sin, trust even more
in the love of God for you. Turn to him for mercy, forgive-
ness and love. For as Saint Paul says in the same reading:
"the Lord helps us in our weakness' ' (Rom 8:26). It is inhim
that we find our strength, our courage and our joy.

Without the vital contribution of men and women Reli-
gious, the Charity of the Church would be lessened, her fruit-
fulness would be diminished. Thus, | pray that the beatifica-
tion of these two exemplary Religious of India will give you
renewed zeal for your precious vocation. Inyour own love
for Christ may you be inspired by their fervour. And like
them, may you keep the simplicity of the “'Little ones’’ of the
Gospel. Be pure of heart and filled with compassion. Be
always eager to please the Lord.  For it is to the littie ones
that the mysteries of God are revealed (cf. Mt. 11:25).

6. And now, | wish to greet all who have come 10
Kottayam for this celebration. | greet my brother bishops and
all the clergy and faithful who have come from the other Dio-
ceses of Kerala. With respect and esteem | thank all the other



114

fellow Christians as well as our Hindu and Muslim brethren
and the followers of other religions who honour me today by
being here. | am grateful for the presence of the civil autho-
rities and | invoke upon all the people the blessings of joy

and peace.

Truly extra-ordinary is this day in the history of the
Church and of Christianity on Indian soil. It is important,
too, in the history of the pastoral ministry of the Bishop of
Rome, the Successor of Saint Peter. It is the first time that
he has had the joy of raising to the glory of the altars a son .
and a daughter of the Church in India, in their native land.

Therefore we sing together with the Psalmist in today’s
Liturgy. Together We give thanks :

“’It is good to give thanks to the Lord

to make music to your name, O most High;

Your deeds, O Lord, have made me glad;

for the work of your hands | shout with joy.

O Lord, how great are your works.”" (Ps 91 (92): 1,4-5)
Truly great are the works of God! And the greatest wor of
God on earth is man. The glory of God is man fully alive
with the life of God. The glory of God is the holiness of
each person and of the whole Church.

Holiness is the work of divine grace. When we proclaim
it solemnly in the midst of the People of God in this land, we
give glory to the most High. In the words of Saint Augustine
we praise God, saying : “'In crowning merits, you are crown-
ing your own gifts’’.

7. Truly extra-ordinary is this day : The Prophet lsaiah
says: ‘“‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts’” (Is. 55:9).

Today it is given to us 1o penetrate more deeply into
these divine thoughts. It is given to us to know better the .
divine ways.
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And behold, what ways : what ways :

The Apostle writes: For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order
that he might be the first-born among many brethren. And
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom
he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he
also glorified'' (Rom 8:29-30).

These are the divine thoughts.
These are the aivine ways.

Today it is given to us to see how these thoughts are
accomplished in Blessed Kuriakose Elias and Blessed Sister
Alphonsa. Today we see how these ways of God lead through
their hearts, through their earthly pilgrimages, to the glory
of the altars.

8. ‘‘Father, it istrue’’. Jesus says, ''you have graciously
willed it so”* (Mt. 11:26)

And he continues : ‘‘Come to me, all who labour and are
heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light'* (Mt. 11:28-30).

Jesus speaks in this way. And he speaks to everyone.
We are called to holiness. We are all called to communion
with him, with his heart with his Cross, with his glory.

Jesus speaks in this way. And together with Jesus so
do Blessed Kuriakose and Blessed Alphonsa. Their hearts are
united with the Heart of the Divine Redeemer and are filled
with love for all the sons and daughters of your blessed land.
Amen.

- -
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Father Chavara represents Indian
Christianity at its Best

His Excellency R. Venkataraman
President of India

[His Excellency the President R. Venkataraman's
address at Father Kuriakose Elias Chavara Stamp
Release Function, Trivandrum,December 20, 1987 ]

| deem it an honour to participate in this function which
commemorates the great pioneer in social reforms, Father
Kuriakose Elias Chavara. | must congratulate the Depart-
ment of Posts for having decided to issue a stamp in
memory of this great soul.

It is well over a hundred years since Father Chavara left
us. And yet he isa living inspiration for thousands and
thousands of persons, He is gratefully remembered as a
profound scholar, an educationist, a builder of institutions
for the underprivileged, the illiterate, the destitute and the
needy.

Few people have been able to combine the contempla-
tion of God with the service of man as naturally and
creatively as Father Chavara did. There was in fact no
dichotomy in his mind between the world of faith and
the world of action. Father Chavara represented both, A
mystic, he could also be an engine of activity. Capable
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of withdrawing into his innermost being, Father Chavara
was at the same time a motive force for the establishment
of a social oder in which every one could live in dignity
and faith. It is only appropriate that His Holiness the
Pope declared Father Chavara ‘Blessed’ during the Papal
visit to India in 1986.

Father Chavara lived at a time - the nineteenth century -
when our society was passing through aperiod of intense
depression and gloom. An alien power which ruled us
bothered little about the living conditions of the people.
The roots of our culture and tradition had been shaken
by an insidious propaganda which sought to highlight
our weaknesses and undermine our strength, The result was
that a great sense of inferiority and despondency came
over our people. Father Chavara was one of those precious
persons who knew how to link India’s past with her
future destiny. He turned to the Vedas and sacred
texts, studied Sanskrit and Tamil and brought
our ancient wisdom in direct touch with all
that he imbibed through Christian theology. He wanted
to share his knowledge with the people. He therefore
recorded for posterity his experiences over forty years in
the chronicles which is an authentic history of Kerala
from 1829-1870. He also wrote the biographies of Fr.
Thomas Palackal and Fr. Porookara. These latter form a
worthy supplement to the history of Kerala in the latter
18th and early 19th centuries. He also wrote for the
common people documents unsurpassed in their sincerity
and practical wisdom.

Education was an activity close to his heart. Religi-
ous and general education were for him two sides of the
same coin. Father Chavara regarded education as a means
of uplifting the poor. Drawing inspiration from the lives
of Father Thomas Palackal and Father Thomas Porookara
he ensured that all parishes maintained schools as auxiliary
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to them. Going further, Father Chavara threatened to close
down those parishes which failed to comply with his
instructions regarding the maintaining of schools. It is
remarkable that his schools were open to members of all
communities who sought admission, including Harijans. It
was indeed a revolutionary act at that time.

Father Chavara‘s vision anticipated modern develop-
ments in yet another field : the role of women. As early
as 1864 Father Chavara laid the foundation for the Indian
Congregation for Women, thereby accelerating the great
change that has come about in the status of women.
Father Chavara thus represented a major manifestation of
the Indian Renaissance which was to raise our underprivile-
ged, alleviate distress and infuse our people with a sense
of pride in themselves. It was Father Chavara’s unique
privilege to do so through the great medium of Christia-
nity. The first President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad has
observed on the antiquity and significance of Christianity
in India as follows : -

...... Remember, St Thomas came to India when many
countries in Europe had not yet become Christian and so
those Indians who trace their Christianity to him have a
longer history and higher ancestry than that Christians of
many of the European countries. And it is really a matter
of pride to us that it so happened.’’

Father Chavara represented the spirit of Indian Chris-
tianity at its best and the Malabar Church at its most
resplendant,

It has rightly been said St. Peter's founding of the
Roman Church and St. Thomas’ founding of the Malabar
Church are equally distinguished in terms of chronology
and their pioneering character. St. Thomas set foot in
Cranganore in 52 A. D. From then on until the present
times, when Mother Teresa‘s example has shone on our
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soil, Christianity has become a part and parcél of the
Indian ethos.

SouthIndia offered hospitality to Christianity from
the earliest decades of the Christian era. The consolida-
tion of the Syrian Christian Church in Malabar by Mar
Thoma and Mar John in the fifteenth century; of the
Latin Catholic church by St. Francis Xavier in the sixteen-
th century; of the famous Madurai Mission of Jesuits by
Fr. Robert de Nobili in the seventeenth century; the Pro-
testant Mission in Tranquebar under Danish inspiration
in the 18th century; the London Mission Society in
Travancore in the 19th century and a host of other
mission and brethren churches in the following decades.
bear this out.

But the establishment of these missions all over
India by itself would not have held significance were it
not for the fact that the initiators of these activities also
started schools and colleges under the aegis of these mis-
sion. The educational initiatives of Father Chavara take their
place in this distinguished tradition.

This development led, in course ot time, 10 the
building up of powerful intellectual aspirations. Historians
have traced the origins of some of our powerful reformist
movements such as the Brahmo Samaj and Arya Samaj
to the example and influence of Christian missionary
enterprise.

Christian missions worked among the adivasis, the
aboriginals and among the Harijans in a practical
implementation of the Christian ethic of service. Few
people have exemplified this dimension of Indian Christia-
nity as memorably as Father Chavara.

The Christian community in India though small, has
always been inthe forefront of all national activities,
Eminent men of this community have adorned many public
offices and private institutions. They have always been
in the vanguard of social equality and social reform.



120

Friends, as you are all aware, India has given unto itsel
a Constitution which, before mentioning the political frees
doms-liberty, equality and fraternity-introduced the concept
of'Justice’, social, economic and political. Justice was to be
paramount. The Constitution also brought into operation the
unique Directive Principles of State Policy which, though
not justifiable, were to be “‘fundamental in the governance
of the country.’’ In pursuance thereof the country embarke d
upon an era of planned development.

But if Constitutions and Plans are to work, there hast
be harmony among the people. The national movement
tapped our underlying unity and gave political shape to our
ancient genius for blending and synthesizing, despite diver-"
sity. The partition of India in 1947 has essentially to be
viewed as a one- time departure from this process : the debris
of a departing empire. But we have witnessed these
tendencies and others continue to threaten the unity and

integrity of the nation and stability of its political edifice.

Whenever external challenges have threatened us, such
as in 1962, 1965 and 1971, Indian unity has blazoned. But
without such a stimuli we should be able to stand and pull
our weight together in the war we are waging against
poverty. The time now calls for the adoption of shared goals,
broad political convictions and attitudes that address them-
selves to the task of raising the socio- economic levels of
our people. In this task, the distinguished Christian
community which can trace its origins from the times of
St. Thomas and De Nobili, through the work of Blessed Souls
such as Father Chavara right upto present times will
doubtless play an important role.

| conclude with an expression of tnanks to the organi-
sers for the opportunity afforded to me to participate in
this pleasant function. May the faithful of all faiths derive
inspiration from the Stamp that is released today of the
Blessed Soul Father Chavara.
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Bl. Chavara A Man of Deep Vision

His Excellency P. Ramachandran
Governor of Kerala

| consider it a privilege to associate myself with the
national commemoration of the late Fr. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara. It is a happy thought that the first public function
of Dr. Venkataraman in Kerala after assuming the august
office of the President of India should be the present one
where a unique honour is being conferred on a saint among
men who was blessed and is a blessing. We thank our be-
loved Rashtrapathi and extend to him a welcome to Kerala.

Fr. Chavara is the pride not only of Kerala, but of entire
mankind. It is rare indeed where so many sterling virtues
have blended so perfectly in one individual. Fr. Chavara
was born a mortal, but the good he did over a span of six
and a half decades cast him in the mould of immortal of
humanity. Yesterday, today and forever to the last syllable
of recorded time this God-realised soul will remain among
mankind’'s most cherished possessions.

Er. Chavara's life is an inspiring and edifying saga. From
the day he was ordained as a priest of the Catholic church,
the father dedicated himself wholly to God and worked
piously for the social, cultural and educational uplift of
his fellow beings. Unlike lesser mortals he did not seek
pomp and fame or worldly riches or acclaim.

Fr. Chavara was a man of deep vision who thought and
acted far ahead of his times. He had a sure grasp of spiritual
varities as well as social realities. There is the wooden
printing press preserved at Mannanam as eloguent witness
to the Father’'s pioneering efforts to educate the people
through the printed word. His awakened social conscience
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would stop nothing short of communicating enlightenment
and comprehension to others. This is the true stamp of those
who belong to the blessed community.

The house of charity was started at Kainakary by Fr.
Chavara in 1869 as an institution to receive sick, poor
and destitute people. It was the first of its kind in India.
The Carmelites of Mary Immaculate and the sisters of the
Congregation of the Mother of Carmel are two other
organisations inspired by the Father. The members of these
two organisations are doing their founder proud by the
dedicated social and educational work they are carrying
out in various parts of the country. )

There are today several colleges and schools, technical

institutes, homes for the aged, the blind, the deaf and the
physically handicapped, and hospitals and clinics which

owe their origin to the Father’s vision and zeal for educa-
tional and social uplift of the community. |f the test of
true faith is the extent to which it transforms the individual
and the social order, we must say that Fr. Chavara and
generations of the dedicated band of missionaries he ani-
mated have stood this test with eminent success.

Religion as Fr. Chavara exemplifies it, is the fulfilment
of life. Those who are devoid of religion, those who have
missed the comforts and consolation of religion are incom-
plete human beings. The aim of a truly religious being is to
serve God by serving mankind. He aims at completeness by
enlarging the object of sympathy and compassion. This
is the eternal truth which has been affirmed by all our
seers and saints through the ages. Fr. Chavara also reaffirmed
this verity by his selfless service 10 the lowly and the lost.

The Catholic Church has honoured Fr. Chavara by enlist-
ing him among the part of the holy men of the Church. It isa
fitting gesture on the part of the Postal Department to honour
the Father by issuing a commemorative stamp. | would like
to utilise this opportunity to congratulate the postal authori-
ties. The presence of the Rashtrapathi here to release the
stamp is yet another token of recognition of the saintliness
and greatness of this son of Kerala, May | also pay my own
tributes to this great servant of the Lord who endeavoured
throughout his life to fulfil the real mission of the Church,
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