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HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS
DURING THE CANONIZATION CEREMONY

Today's liturgy invites us to fix our gaze on Christ, the King of the Universe. The
beautiful prayer of the Preface reminds us that his kingdom is "a kingdom of truth
and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love and peace".
The readings we have listened to show us how Jesus established his kingdom, how
he brings it about in history, and what he now asks of us.

First, how Jesus brought about his kingdom: he did so through his closeness and
tenderness towards us. He is the Shepherd, of whom the Prophet Ezekiel spoke in
the First Reading (cf. 34:11-12, 15-17). These verses are interwoven with verbs
which show the care and love that the Shepherd has for his flock: to search, to look
over, to gather the dispersed, to lead into pasture, to bring to rest, to seek the lost
sheep, to lead back the confused, to bandage the wounded, to heal the sick, to take



